Session 12.
The USAID Environmental Assessment (EA)
Technical presentation and discussion

[bookmark: _y4qxq7ilg512]Summary

This session introduces the basic concepts of the USAID Environmental Assessment (EA), which is required when a project’s governing IEE determines that one or more activity has the potential to generate significant environmental impact (Positive Determination).  Participants will learn how to identify when a full EA is required and will be introduced to the different types of EAs that can be carried out under Reg. 216. The steps of preparing the assessment and the necessary components of an EA will also be reviewed in detail.

Objectives
· Identify when a full EA is required and define “Positive Determination.”
· Define the different kinds of EAs under USAID Reg. 216
· Review the steps of preparing an EA
· Review the distinct components of the EA final report
· Emphasize the importance of coordinating with host-country environmental management entities and complying with national laws and legislation in performing EAs.
Reference documents
· GEMS Sector Environmental Guidelines (SEG)
· USAID Regulation 216
· USAID Contract Language
· USAID Environmental Procedures
· Regulation 216 Complete Version

Discussion Questions
· What IEE determination triggers a full EA?
· What are the steps included in the EA preparation?
· What are the different types of EAs and how do they differ?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Has anyone in the group worked on a project that required an EA?  Please describe your experience contributing to the EA/PEA or implementing its conditions.
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